
Oscar Schindler was a German industrialist, who during the second World War, used 
his influence to save the lives of thousands of Jewish people.  There was a movie 
made by his life, entitled Schindler's list.  In one scene of the film Schindler engages 
the commandant of a concentration camp in a conversation about the nature of 
power.  We may think we are powerful because we can kill arbitrarily but is this 
true power he asks?   And he uses an example, an example to tweak the 
commandant’s interest.  He refers to the powerful Roman emperors of the past,  
 
 "A man stole something, he's brought in before the emperor, he throws himself 
down on the ground, he begs for mercy, he knows he's going to die. And the emperor 
pardons him. This worthless man, he lets him go."  That is the power that the 
emperors had, the power of allowing mercy and forgiveness to triumph over justice. 
"   Sometimes the powerful emperors of Rome behaved in such a way, why can’t 
you? 
 
And so, on this feast of Christ the King, that is exactly what Jesus in his imperial role 
is doing.  The good thief, in chastising his less respectful compatriot, speaks of his 
fate, his execution as justice, punishment deserved, “we indeed have been 
condemned justly, for we are getting what we deserve for our deeds"  But Jesus 
extends the hand of mercy, "Truly I tell you today you will be with me in Paradise."  
Through this act of forgiveness Jesus exercises his power as king.   
 
 As we continue to look at our Gospel we see Jesus speaking with a majestic voice, 
"Today you will be with me in Paradise" but his throne is not an empirical throne.  
Christ the King reigns from the cross, the kingly voice is coming from a condemned 
criminal.   
 
Going back to Schindler's discussion with the commandant, there is an emphasis on 
the arbitrary nature of power.  I am powerful because I can arbitrarily kill, I am 
powerful because I can arbitrarily overlook the penalty for a crime and pardon an 
offense.  This notion assumes that freedom is ultimately about a will that is not 
impeded in its choices.  When faced with a decision, we look to the horizon and see 
an infinite number of possibilities, and we are most free, we are most powerful, 
when anyone of them is an option.  Nothing can get in the way of whatever choice 
we make.  In our mind the most free, the most powerful person is the one who is the 
king.  If you are real king, your authority is absolute, what you choose, what 
command to be done is done, no questions asked.  Very few things impede the will of 
the emperor.  You are most free, when you are most powerful because power 
permits you to maximize choice.   



But when we say Jesus is our King, when we say Jesus is Lord, when we say God is 
all-powerful is that how we should understand God's will?  On this feast of Christ the 
King we are presented with a paradox.  We are acknowledging Jesus as King, Lord, 
Ruler, Sovereign, Messiah, Christ and yet the one we see is a condemned criminal 
dying on the cross.   The one who speaks with an authoritative voice has no real 
power at all.   
 
The early Christians were seen to be a subversive element in society.  Why?  Well in 
part because they preached that Jesus is Lord.  What do you mean Jesus is Lord?  
The emperor, Caesar is Lord.    As we meditate on the meaning of this feast today 
can we allow this paradoxical image of a crucified king to challenge our pre-
conceived notions?  How do I understand the nature of power, of freedom, of choice, 
of will?  Maybe our meditation on today’s feast leads to a bit of subversion, a bit of a 
revolution in our own lives as we adjust our preconceived notions in order to 
acknowledge that Jesus is Lord, that Jesus is Sovereign, that Christ is the truly our 
King.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


